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WA ITALIAN CLUB 
Statement 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [9.46 pm]: Last Saturday I was honoured to represent the 
Leader of the Opposition, Hon Mark McGowan, and the WA Labor Party at the gala ball of the 
Western Australian Italian Club, which was celebrating its eightieth anniversary. It was a lovely community 
celebration attended by club members, supporters, community and political representatives and other dignitaries. 
The number and range of people demonstrated the respect and support the community has for the WA Italian 
Club. 
As I said, it was a lovely evening; we had some wonderful company, including the Italian Vice Consul, 
Nicola Comi. There was beautiful food, fantastic entertainment and all of the features we know of Italian culture. 
The band played some wonderful music and we were entertained by the great Alfredo, a man with a magnificent 
voice. Many members of the club are talented dancers, although I did not participate in that! The highlight of the 
night was a display of traditional Italian dancing by younger members of the community. The youngest member 
of that group stole the show and our hearts; I think she was probably about two years of age. 
The occasion was a great opportunity to recognise the significant contribution the Italian community has made to 
our state over the years. For the Italian community, the WA Italian Club plays an important role in maintaining 
traditions and the feeling of community for people of Italian descent in WA. Back in 1934, a group of Italians 
got together to form Casa D’Italia, providing a place for local Italians to get together, socialise and enjoy 
traditional activities, as well as enjoying the fruits of their new homeland. In a few short years, the official club 
building was opened in Fitzgerald Street and, with a permanent home, it fast became a focal point for Perth’s 
growing Italian community. For 80 years the club has been a central meeting point for the Italian community, as 
many wonderful functions and parties have been enjoyed by the Italian community and anyone else who is 
invited, including me!  
The Italian community values its families, hard work and enterprise, and values making a commitment to the 
community. As we know, many migrant families succeeded in this new country through hard work, and with the 
support of their fellow migrants. Institutions like the WA Italian Club helped many migrants and their families 
make the transition into the Australian community. I place on record acknowledgment of the many committee 
members who over the years made such a huge contribution to their club and community, and I would also like 
to recognise the life members of the club for their important contributions. 
On the evening, club president, Mr Joe Radici, launched a recently completed history of the club called 
Casa d’Italia 1934: The Original Italian Club: A Club History. It was researched and written by 
Aureliana Di Rollo and Christine Madaschi. I have to say that it is a really thoroughly researched archival 
history, and it details the development of the highlights of the club over the years. It is an honest analysis of the 
complex issues that the Italian community has experienced since the club’s inception and throughout the years. 
The WA Italian Club has become an important social institution in our state, and I invite members to join me in 
wishing the club buon anniversario. 
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